COMMUNICATION, LANGUAGE AND LITERACY
In Nursery, our phonics sessions focus on developing the
children’s language skills by providing a language rich
environment and encouraging them to use new words
and phrases. This half term, the children will begin to
recognise that words can begin with the same sound and
they will be focusing on initial sounds in a word. The
children will be introduced to a new sound each week
and take part in a range of activities, songs and games
linked to it. The set one sounds will be taught in the
following order; m, a, s, d, t, i, n and p.
How can | help my child?
Take regular opportunities to have conversations with
your child and ask them what sound they hear at the
beginning of a word. It would be great if you could focus
on the sound of the week and identify words in the
environment around you that begin with that sound.
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UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD

This half term in Nursery, our topic is called ‘Spring into
spring’ and we will be exploring the question: “What’s
happening now?” We will be discussing how spring is a
time of new beginnings and growth and looking at how
different plants and animals change and grow in spring.
We will be explaining to the children that when it is
spring many animals and birds have their babies. They
need to have their young when there is lots of food
available and when the longer days mean that they
have longer to find food for their young.

How can | help my child?
Share a range of stories together and talk about words
and pictures. Explore the surrounding environment and
signs of spring and discuss changes in the seasons.

MATHS
Our maths session this term we will focus on:
-Fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having
to count them individually (‘subitising’).
-Counting to 5 and understanding the composition
of numbers to 5.
- -Select shapes appropriately: flat surfaces for
building, a triangular prism for a roof etc.
-Begin to describe a sequence of events, real or
fictional, using words such as ‘first’, ‘then...".
-Exploring mass and comparing weight.
- Understanding properties of 2d shapes

How can | help my child?

-Compare amounts and use the language more than
and fewer than.

-Count objectsto 5

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN

In our creative area, the children will be able to explore the materials available to them
to get creative! We learn how to handle tools such as paintbrushes, sponges, scissors
and glue. They will get the opportunities to join different materials and use different
textures, as well as explore what happens when you mix colours. The children will learn
to play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas. They will
take part in singing familiar songs and begin to change them (Twinkle, twinkle chocolate
bar).

Have a go at singing some familiar songs at home and changing some of the words.

Physical Development

In Nursery we enjoy ‘Squiggle whilst you wiggle’ time. These active movement sessions
help children to develop their bodies ready for writing. We also take part in ‘Funky Finger
challenges, which encourage us to develop our fine motor skills. This includes activities
such as threading and using tweezers to pick up small items. The children will continue to
develop their pencil control and grip. Children also have access to the outdoor area every
day where we can practise using our gross motor skills by climbing, building and peddling.
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PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

This half term, we will focus on discussing feelings and emotions in a more elaborate
way. E.g“I'm sad because...” or “I love it when ..” and we will be encouraging the
children to talk about and manage their emotions, through play and stories. We will
continue to develop friendships with others and encourage the children to play with
another child co-operatively sticking to a theme. We will begin to discuss how conflicts
can be solved using a range of scenarios, as well as developing an understanding the
importance of following the rules of the nursery.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

We hope that you are enjoying your child’s learning journeys and photos on Tapestry. Now
the weather is getting colder and wetter, the children have been wearing hats, scarves and
gloves. Please can we request that everything is names so we know who they belong to.
Please also make sure all of your child’s uniform and belongings are labelled with their name
to avoid things getting lost, including their water bottle. Your child receives a new reading
book to share with you every Wednesday. Please could these be returned to Nursery every
Monday, so that we can allocate your child a new book on a weekly basis.




