
  
ENGLISH 

This term, English lessons will centre on the short 
novel ‘Clockwork’ by Phillip Pullman. This novel 
tells the strange and fantastical story of a world 
where people are turned into mechanical, 
clockwork beings. Children will develop their 
descriptive writing skills and write setting 
descriptions. They will look closely at the 
characters within the story and make 
comparisons between them. They will produce 
extended pieces of writing including a letter and 
a newspaper article. In our Reading lessons, we 
will focus on developing our retrieval and 
inference skills. We will also be working in groups 
using ‘Reciprocal Reading’ strategies to develop 
our skills of clarifying, predicting, questioning 
and summarising.  

 
 

CURRICULUM 
The BIG question for our Creative 
Curriculum topic this term is ‘How did 
the Industrial Revolution impact 
Birmingham?’ This half term, we will 
continue learning about important 
events of the 1800s, such as in the 
invention of the steam train. We will 
then look at the role canals played in 
Birmingham’s history. We will study 
canal boat art and replicate this.   
 
In Art lessons, children will look at 
William Morris and how the Arts and 
Crafts movement was created in 
response to the increased mass 
production of the time. Children will 
learn how to use printing techniques to 
create their own Morris-inspired 
products. 
 
 
 

MATHS 
During this half term, we will be focussing 
on the following topics: 
 

 Equivalent fractions and simplifying 

 Comparing an ordering fractions with 
different numerators and 
denominators 

 Add and subtract any two fractions 

 Adding and subtracting mixed 
numbers 

 Multiply fractions by integers 

 Divide fractions by integers 

 Finding fractions of amounts 
  

 
 

 

SCIENCE 
In Science, our unit will be about Electricity. We 
will continue the term answering our BIG 
question, ‘How did we see in the dark before 
electricity?’  The children will associate the 
brightness of a lamp or the volume of a buzzer 
with the number and voltage of cells used in the 
circuit.  They will also, compare and give 
reasons for variations in how components 
function, including the brightness of bulbs, the 
loudness of buzzers and the on/off position of 
switches.  They will use recognised symbols 
when representing a simple circuit in a 
diagram.  
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COMPUTING 
 

In computing the children will be 
creating their own text-based 
adventure game through coding. 
Children will be designing and making 
a complex program, using functions, 
creating flowcharts and control 
situations. 
 

PE 
PE this half term will be on a 
Thursday afternoon. The children will 
be developing their individual and 
teamwork sporting skills with the 
sports coaches. 
 
 

RE 
Children will look at discussing ‘What 
matters most?’ Exploring right and 
wrong with Christians and Humanists.  
They will look at what the main values 
 of Humanists and Christians are and  
how they are similar and different?  

  
 

MUSIC 
The children will be listening 
classroom jazz. We be learning to 
play along to some of the songs 
using the notes A, C, D and G on the 
glockenspiel and learn to improvise 
around those notes.  
 

HOMEWORK 
Homework will be set on Google 
Classroom and paper copies will be 
given, every Friday and is due to be 
completed by the following Friday. 
Children will also be expected to learn 
times tables and spellings. Spelling Test 
will be every Friday. Their reading book 
is to be read regularly at home and 
signed at least once a week. 
 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES: 
 
The children will be learning to talk 
about where they live in French as well 
as saying names of rooms in a houses, 
towns and cities. 

 


