  CURRICULUM FOR WRITING–Nursery  
	Monday – Read the story 
Tuesday – Read the story and introduce the Word of the Week (Granny’s Basket) 
Wednesday – Read the story and repeat Word of the Week; oracy task  e.g. simple comprehension, practising why questions (nursery objective), have you ever....(linked to the story) Go into Family groups 
Thursday – Read the story, repeat Word of the Week, Oracy Task
	· Learning is progressive and therefore texts and skills need to be taught in chronological order.
· New ambitious vocabulary will be introduced and pre taught by staff weekly using Granny’s basket

	Autumn 1

	People who help us 

	Text and Genre
	Our Family 
[image: ]
	[image: ]

	  [image: ]
	[image: ]
	 [image: ]
	[image: ]

	FS progression 
	Oracy Focus: Identifying physical body parts and simple descriptive words (e.g., eyes, hair, skin, tickly, warm).
Children look in a mirror and share one thing about their appearance using the frame: "I have [brown hair / blue eyes]."
Drawing Club Focus: Draw a self-portrait focusing on their own face, adding eyes, a nose, and a mouth.
Word of the Week: Special (Explaining that it means one of a kind, just like them).


	Oracy Focus: Naming basic emotions and matching them to colours (e.g., happy/yellow, sad/blue, angry/red).
Practicing changing voice tones to match an emotion (e.g., using a low, slow voice for "sad" or a loud, sharp voice for "angry").
Drawing Club Focus: Draw the Colour Monster using a specific colour to show how he is feeling today.
Word of the Week: Feelings (Explaining that it means mixed up, like the monster's feelings at the start).

	Oracy Focus: Expressing personal preferences using the phrase "I choose the..." to build early sentence structure(End of year goal – 4/6 word spoken sentences).
Drawing Club Focus: Draw their choice from one of the pages e.g. which house they would like
Word of the Week:  Favourite (Focusing on the choice they like the absolute best).

	Oracy Focus: Exploring positive self-talk and simple verbs related to what they can do (e.g. I can run, jump, sing, paint).
Drawing Club Focus: Draw our full body with arms, legs etc
Word of the Week: 
Stomp

	Oracy Focus: Exploring contrasts in volume and size 
Drawing Club Focus: Draw lion with a circle face and straight lines for the mane. 
Word of the Week: Brave (Explaining that it means being brave, even if you feel small).

	Oracy Focus: Talking about key people in their lives. Children talk about their own family. 
Drawing Club Focus: Draw a picture of our family. 
Word of the Week: Kind (Focusing on the gentle actions family members do to look after each other).
 


	· Complete a range of funky finger activities competently (thread large beads, use chunky tweezers)  
· Attempt to hold pens and pencils correctly (encouraging a quadruped grasp)


	Autumn 2

	Seasons

	Text and Genre
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	Year 1
Genre Progression
	Oracy Focus:
Passing an autumn object (like a pinecone or dry leaf) around a circle, with each child saying one word about how it feels or sounds ("crunchy", "bumpy").
Drawing Club Focus: Draw tree with a trunk and branches. Add leaves to the tree and some on the floor. 
Word of the Week: Autumn

	Oracy Focus: Exploring foods we harvest and saying those that we like/dislike (e.g. I like bananas, I don’t like apples) 
Drawing Club Focus: Draw fruit or vegetable. Round orange, long banana.
Word of the Week: Harvest (Explaining that it means gathering or picking foods that have finished growing).

	Oracy Focus: Recognizing frustration in characters and introducing why questions (e.g. Why is the squirrel feeling angry?) 
Drawing Club Focus: Draw a squirrel
Word of the Week: Wind

	Oracy Focus: 
Pass a chilled winter object around the circle—such as a large ice cube (on a small plastic tray), a frosted evergreen branch, a cold metal spoon, or a bag of fake snow. As each child takes a turn, they share one word describing how the cold temperature or texture feels.
Drawing Club Focus: 
Draw a snowman with eyes and a carrot nose

Word of the Week: Winter

	Oracy Focus: Using positional language linked to the story (e.g. down, up, over, under). Use small toys to model
Drawing Club Focus: Draw a huge, round snowball, add a face
Word of the Week: Enormous (Explaining that it means extremely big, just like the rolling snowball).

	Oracy Focus: In pairs, one child gives a simple instruction on how to get dressed for the cold (e.g., "Put on your boots"), and the partner mimics the action.
Drawing Club Focus: Draw hat, scarf and gloves 
Word of the Week: Shiver (Acting out shaking when we feel very cold).


	· Complete a range of funky finger activities competently (thread large beads, use chunky tweezers)  
· Attempt to hold pens and pencils correctly (encouraging a quadruped grasp)

	Spring 1

	Woodland animals/Minibeasts

	Text and Genre
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	Reception
Genre Progression
	Oracy Focus: Using simple action verbs (e.g., wiggle, crawl, pull) to describe how minibeasts move and help each other. Children act out these 
Drawing Club Focus: Draw a super-long, squiggly worm 
Word of the Week: long (Explaining that it means exceptionally excellent or strong).

	Oracy Focus: Place a few plastic story props (e.g., a leaf, a toy caterpillar, an apple, a butterfly) under a small blanket or giant leaf. The teacher peeks underneath and describes one item using simple clues ("It is green... it is crunchy... background text"). Children must call out the name of the item. Retell story using props
Drawing Club Focus: Draw a fat caterpillar with lots of circles and tiny legs. 
Word of the Week: Munch (Chewing food with a loud, crunchy sound).

	Oracy Focus: If you had a pet spider, where would you take it? Give children opportunity to say a sentence about where they would take their own pet spider (e.g. I would take it to...) 
Drawing Club Focus: Draw a friendly spider with eight long legs
Word of the Week: Scared

	Oracy Focus: Describing physical traits (e.g., terrible tusks, prickly prickles, orange eyes) using images from the book to prompt their talk.
Drawing Club Focus: Draw the mouse with ears and a long tail. 
Word of the Week: terrible 


	Oracy Focus: Why are the baby owls feeling worried?  Talking about experiences of when we have been worried. 
Drawing Club Focus: Draw three fluffy, round baby owls sitting on a branch.
Word of the Week: dark 


	Oracy Focus: Discussing sharing, turn-taking. Why is it important to share? Modelling vocabulary to support turn taking at nursery. 
Drawing Club Focus: Draw a squirrel with a big tail. 
Word of the Week: Share


	· Seek help to complete activities beyond their strength (Ask for help moving a large plank of wood or tyre) 
· Show increasingly control over tools such as tweezers for picking things up, cutters and stampers).
· Attempt to hold pens and pencils with a tripod grip (May need adult support)

	Spring 2

	Nursery Rhymes/Easter

	Text and Genre
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	Reception1
Genre Progression
	Oracy Focus: Play a game of I spy identifying items from around the room with describing words (e.g. I spy something red/big/fluffy). Children watch adult model, then have a turn. 
Drawing Club Focus: Draw a plum 
Word of the Week: look/spy 

	Oracy Focus: Nursery receive a letter from a nursery rhyme character. The teacher opens and reads this and they discuss the contents. 
Drawing Club Focus: Draw the postman with a letter.
Word of the Week: Post (Explaining that it means carrying and bringing something to a person or place).

	Oracy Focus: Children play a simple listening game where they find the item said by the teacher and feed it to the giant (cardboard cut-out). 
Drawing Club Focus: Draw a giant with a massive, round tummy, showing a clock face ticking right inside his belly.
Word of the Week: Huge (An excellent vocabulary upgrade for describing how massive the giant is).


	Oracy Focus: Rhythm and rhyme session. Children recite the rhyme Hickory Dickory Dock working on the rhythm and rhyme (prosody). 
Drawing Club Focus: Draw a tall grandfather clock with a little mouse scurrying up or down the side.
Word of the Week: Scurry (Moving with very quick, short, hurried steps like a mouse).

	Oracy Focus: Circle time activity where children think about a time they felt happy when they had done something e.g. I was happy when I rode my scooter
Drawing Club Focus: Draw a cow jumping over the moon
Word of the Week: try (A fantastic concept word to explain keeping on trying, even after a trip or fall).

	Oracy Focus: Children act out the story of the egg hunt following the positional language phrases. 
Drawing Club Focus: Draw an easter egg 
Word of the Week: Hidden (Explaining that it means kept out of sight so someone has to search for it).


	· Seek help to complete activities beyond their strength (Ask for help moving a large plank of wood or tyre) 
· Show increasingly control over tools such as tweezers for picking things up, cutters and stampers).
· Attempt to hold pens and pencils with a tripod grip (May need adult support)

	Summer 1

	Fairy Tales


	Text and Genre 
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	Year 1
Genre
Progression
	Oracy Focus: Using repetitive refrains ("I'll huff and I'll puff...") and naming building materials (e.g., straw, twigs, bricks). Children act out the story in their groups
Drawing Club Focus: Draw a pig with a curly tail
Word of the Week: Blow (Explaining that it means strong and solid, so it won't fall down).

	Oracy Focus: Practicing narrative sequence (running away from different characters) and oral storytelling refrains ("Run, run, as fast as you can!").
Drawing Club Focus: Draw a gingerbread man, adding button eyes and squiggly icing decorations.
Word of the Week: catch (Explaining that it means moving incredibly fast).

	Oracy Focus: Exploring size vocabulary (small, medium, big) sorting objects in order of size
Drawing Club Focus: Draw the mean, green Troll hiding right underneath a bridge
Word of the Week: bridge 

	Oracy Focus: Using our voice in different ways to say some of the key parts of the story (e.g. shouting like the giant, whispering like Jack and the giant’s wife) 
Drawing Club Focus: Draw a massive, twisting green beanstalk stretching all the way up into the clouds.
Word of the Week: tall 

	Oracy Focus: Using comparative descriptive pairs to evaluate objects (e.g., hot/cold, hard/soft, big/small). Children share their opinions of which they would prefer. 
Drawing Club Focus: Draw three different sized bowls of porridge—a big bowl, a medium bowl, and a tiny bowl.
Word of the Week: middle-sized 






	Oracy Focus: Asking questions. Teacher to model questions such as ‘Why did you go into the woods?’
Drawing Club Focus: Draw Little Red Riding Hood 
Word of the Week: cottage 


	· Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and make marks.
· Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors.
· Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencil (aiming to begin establishing a tripod grip for children who are ready) 
· Start to eat independently and learn how to use a knife and fork.
· Show a preference for a dominant hand.

	Summer 2

	Seaside
 

	Text and Genre
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	Year 1
Genre Progression
	Oracy Focus: Teacher hides some of the creatures from the story in a sack. Describe them and children guess the creature (e.g., whale, shark, crab, mermaid).
Drawing Club Focus: Draw a ladybird
Word of the Week: whisper

	Oracy Focus: Exploring seaside objects using descriptive words (e.g., smooth, rough, shell, pebble, seaweed). Shells, starfish, crab, sea glass, pebbles. 
Drawing Club Focus: Draw a shell
Word of the Week: rough/smooth/find


	Oracy Focus: Using imagination to describe what is in the bucket. Picture cards to prompt if needed. ‘In my bucket, I can see a....’ 
Drawing Club Focus: Draw a bucket. Draw some fish inside
Word of the Week: Deep

	Oracy Focus: Children watch a short video of a seaside scene. Talk about what we can see, hear, touch, taste, smell at the seaside. Draw on own experiences if possible. 
Drawing Club Focus: Draw a rock pool with some sea creatures inside 
Word of the Week: Gentle (Being very careful and soft with living things so we do not hurt them).

	Oracy Focus: Discussing feelings within the story using why questions. 
Drawing Club Focus: Draw the sea using wavy lines 
Word of the Week: Belong (Feeling happy, safe, and right at home in a special place).


	Oracy Focus: Number rhymes counting up and down. 
Drawing Club Focus: Draw a simple pirate with a hat 
Word of the Week: Shore 


	· Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and make marks.
· Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors.
· Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencil (aiming to begin establishing a tripod grip for children who are ready) 
· Start to eat independently and learn how to use a knife and fork.
· Show a preference for a dominant hand.
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